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E.O.l 1652: N/A 
TAGS: TECH, FR, US 

SUBJECT: TRANSFER OF IRRADIATED FUEL ELEMENTS FOR 
REPROCESSING 

REF: (A) PARIS 03360; (B) STATE 0530 

1 . REFTEL B SET FORTH TEXT OF SIEVERING TO SPAAK 
LETTER OF EARLY JANUARY APPROVING TRANSFER OF IRRADI- 
ATED FUEL ELEMENTS FROM THE MOHLEBERG REACTOR IN 
SWITZERLAND TO FRANCE FOR REPROCESSING. REFTEL A CON- 
TAINS GOF FOREIGN MINISTRY RESPONSE RAISING SOME 
QUESTIONS REGARDING THE FUTURE PROCEDURES FOR USING THE 
SEPARATED PLUTONIUM. 

2. THE FOLLOWING LETTER IS THE PROPOSED USG RESPONSE 
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TO THE FRENCH LETTER CONTAINED REFTEL A. IT IS BASED 
ON RECENT DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN MFA SCIENCE DIRECTOR 
NAZELLE AND ERDA/AIA SIEVERING AND BETWEEN NAZELLE AND 
EMBASSY SCICOUN. AT THIS POINT IT WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE 
TO THE FRENCH AS A FULL RESPONSE TO THEIR LETTER: 

DEAR MR. DE NAZELLE: WITH REFERENCE TO YOUR LETTER TO 
ME OF JANUARY 31, 1977, AND SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATIONS ON 
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THE SUBJECT OF THAT LETTER WHICH YOU HAVE HAD WITH 
MR. NELSON SIEVERING, ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR FOR 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, ERDA, I WISH TO CONFIRM THE 
FOLLOWING UNDERSTANDINGS OF MY GOVERNMENT: 

1 . THE APPROVAL GIVEN BY ERDA IN MR. SIEVERING'S 
LETTER TO MR. SPAAK OF DECEMBER 30, 1976, IS FIRM AND 
YOUR UNDERSTANDING ON THIS POINT EXPLAINED IN YOUR 
LETTER OF JANUARY 31, 1977, IS CORRECT. 

2. THE PLUTONIUM SEPARATED FROM THE MOHLEBERG REACTOR 
FUEL ELEMENTS REPROCESSED AT LA HAGUE WILL BE STORED 
UNDER APPROPRIATE PHYSICAL SECURITY MEASURES CONSISTENT 
WITH CATEGORY I OF THE LONDON SUPPLIERS GUIDELINES AND 
BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT. 

3. WE NOTE THAT FOR PHYSICAL SECURITY REASONS THE 
FRENCH GOVERNMENT WISHES TO AVOID UNNECESSARY STORAGE 
OF SEPARATED PLUTONIUM AND WE AGREE THAT SHOULD THIS 
SEPARATED PLUTONIUM NOT BE EXPORTED WITH OUR 
AGREEMENT, IT MAY BE USED AS FUEL IN THE DOMESTIC 
NUCLEAR POWER PROGRAMS OF ELECTRICITE DE FRANCE. 
NORMAL CLOSING, SIGNED SALMON. 

3. THE FRENCH MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS IS UNABLE 

TO ACCEPT THE ABOVE LETTER IF WE EXPLICITLY STATE THAT 
THE SEPARATED PLUTONIUM MAY BE USED ONLY IN FRANCE 
WITHOUT OUR PRIOR APPROVAL; TO BE USED IN DOMESTIC 
EDF PROGRAMS HAS THE SAME PHYSICAL BOUNDARY BUT NOT 
THE SAME POLITICAL CONNOTATION. THE MINISTRY MAY NOT 
ACCEPT A LETTER IF IT STATES THAT FRANCE AGREES THAT 
THE US MUST CONCUR IN THE RE-EXPORTATION OF THE 
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SEPARATED PLUTONIUM TO ANOTHER COUNTRY, INCLUDING ANY 
MEMBER OF THE COMMON MARKET. 

4. WE AWAIT DEPARTMENT/ERDA GUIDANCE ON THE ABOVE 
PROPOSED RESPONSE TO THE GOF. 

GAMMON 
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